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"Are we all Xiangling?"

A study on the classic identity construction mechanisms and media

dynamics discussed in online comments
XIE Yanyan

(School of Education, Dongguan University of Technology, Dongguan 523808,
Guangdong, China)

Abstract: Investigating how online audiences interpret the character
Xiangling in *Dream of the Red Chamber* provides insights into the
mechanisms of meaning production for classical texts within digital contexts.
Through coding analysis of 730 online comments from perspectives such as
reception aesthetics and historical memory, this study identifies two primary
dimensions of online interpretation. First, users employ homophonic metaphors
and historical associations to symbolize Xiangling as a representation of the
trauma associated with the Ming-Qing dynastic transition, demonstrating a
progressive identity construction pathway that progresses from individual

empathy to cultural identification, historical trauma recognition, and ultimately
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calls for action. Second, algorithmic recommendation systems and niche-based
dissemination have redefined how classical texts are consumed, exposing
"creative reception” to risks of closed misinterpretations. These findings reveal
new mechanisms through which online media participates in the production of
classical meanings, providing empirical support for the application of reception

aesthetics theory in digital environments.

Keywords: Dream of the Red Chamber; Xiangling; online reviews;

reception aesthetics; historical memory
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